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Although a city's authority to regulate traffic in some jurisdictions comes from the state constitution, | unless expressly provided 


by the legislature, a city has no authority over vehicular traffic control.” However, the police power of the state to regulate and 
control the use of its highways may be delegated to municipalities for exercise by them in the interest of public safety and the 


promotion of the general welfare.° In this connection, a municipality's power to regulate traffic on a public street is an exercise 
of police power delegated from the state.* For example, local authorities are permitted to place and maintain traffic control 
devices upon highways under their jurisdictions. A city may not attempt to regulate beyond its jurisdiction.° State statutes may 


place the responsibility of regulating traffic traveling on state highways squarely on state and local government actors.’ 


A county or municipality may regulate in an area such as traffic whenever its regulation is not in conflict with the general laws 
of the state. The grant of authority to a local government to regulate traffic is not exclusive and will not preclude state law.” 


Moreover, a state may withdraw its delegation of authority to a city to regulate traffic. " 


Observation: 


Pursuant to its authority to limit traffic, a city may close a road to vehicular traffic. ‘ 
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By the enactment of a general law covering a specific phase of motor vehicle regulation, the state may impliedly deprive local 


authorities of the power to pass ordinances which would be inconsistent with such law. |? However, simply because a state 
undertakes to impose certain regulations applicable to the entire state, a municipality is not necessarily deprived of the power of 
imposing other regulations adapted to its own peculiar conditions, if these are not inconsistent with those of a general character 


prescribed for the entire state. |? Moreover, a state statute may expressly give a city authority to regulate in a certain area and 


indicate that the city's regulatory authority supersedes any inconsistent state law provisions. '* 


While the regulation of traffic upon a public street is of special interest to the people of a municipality, it does not follow that 
such regulation is a municipal affair, and if there is a doubt as to whether or not such regulation is a municipal affair, that doubt 


must be resolved in favor of the legislative authority of the state. y 
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